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NSC BRIEFING 


10 September 1987 


mu 


I, The intelligence Community has reached & series of agreed 
conclusions about the situation in Syria. These we approved 
in an SNIE on 3 September. The most important conclusions ares 

II, , n n bB ence forceful intervention from outside, the Syrian ruling 
group, or some variant thereof, will probably be able to stay in 

power for seme time ! 

A, opposition is weak, disorganised 
g, ruling group commands: 

1, street mobs, 

S. army, 

g, Barr aj * s intelligence organisation, 

4. best organised po^ti^l parties (Arab Socialist 
Resurrection Par ty^ and Communist Party) 
m. some internal opposition groups -ay hope for intervention: 

*. Th„. Ight favor action by Arab at.t.a-.ven 1, they a«l.«t.d 
m degree of Turklah participation. Degree of aapport 
they would give probably be determined byt 

1. extent to Which Turklah Initiative could be concealed, 

2. more Importantly, Indications likelihood ancceee. 

B. However , all would unite to oppoe. lar.eli action and wont 
would oppona Turklah or Turkl.h-donlnat.d move. 

,y. S ,nan ruling group ba.lc.lly nationalist .xtr«a-t. but baa gone 

farther with Soviet Bloc than tfasir. 
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j 

A. Only one or two members (CP leader Bakdsh and probably Chief 
of Staff Bizri) influenced by Communist ideology but remainder 

| 

apparently uncritical in trust of Bloc; j 

B. They hare already accepted degree of dependence for arms, | 

trade, aid, political support, which gives Bloc significant 
political and esonomlc warfare capabilities; 

C. thle trend likely to continue even if— ae ie likely— membership 

of group changes. 

Y. Ruling group *111 probably us. threat net Iona llaat Ion to squeeze all 
possible revenue from oil pipelines. 

A. unlikely, however, to Interrupt flow of petroleum eaeept In 
case of what it considers major provocation; 

B. such provocation — real or imagined— could come from Israel, 

\ other hostile neighbors, or tbs West. 

?I. Since completion of the estimate, the following developments have 



could be used if Moscow decides to show flag. 
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S. In pnnt wok Sot let propaganda ha. bitterly att.oked KB 
ann in Syrian nltuation, bat tn not thrwt.n.d one ot 


■Hit ary fore*. 

I. More leftist demands for immediate social sad economic reform 
accompanied by purge of clTll .err lee, replacing "laekeyn ot 
Inperlalian" with oltlnonn baring n "ooantrnotlro" nontnllty. 

1. Minister of Bconosy Kalla. ban called for end of "ccupleto" 
ocononlo fra.doo and replacement with "opeclnl eeononlc 
system" of "progressive and guided" type. 

1. Defense Minister Asm, however , has trisd to assure 

industrialists and land-owners their property is safe from 
national last ion. As man of wealth he said he "had ®o 
intention distribute it to others." 

C. There are none report, of rift, and turmoil in Syrian ruling 


group. 

1. C ommun ist loader Bakdseh has criticized Maathist leader 
Hawwani' for saying that Communist Marty is insignificant. 

2. Sarraj-Baathist group reported opposing transfers desired 
by Chief of Staff Bisri. Struggle for power in army thum 
OTr r . to be continuing even though the older officers 
have been eliminated. 

B. King tend, whoa fragl. and Jordanian, hat# f.lt 1. koy to Are'i 
action oa Syria, has expediently abeented bUwelf by nndden 


trip to Baden-Baden "for hla tooth.' 



a ....a., position 1. to lament derelopnent. in eyrie »» - 
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be very wary of any overt 


Is at this tins 
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Keaaotiil*, Syria's naigbbora »re met In* to protoct th«a*alv«» 


B. Ira 4 i 


has «ov«d »a*» 


forC a* trim the Moral oil fioldo aron t»wd mtlwoot Ifrli 
It has rat jot roinforrad its foronrd bora at oil pemplns 
station 8-3, tho jrap-of* Poi»* *« * tw- * rd Jor<tatt 


Tha Irakis ohargad today <13 Soyt) tboj bora ewe veered 
jlot with clora liak to tha Syrian loftftoto. the Iraqi* 
aoold ora »««b char** a aa Jratificatioo for mere 
erart action ago loot tbo Syrian rag Ira. 
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0 . Lebanon Also in taking neeurity c«wUt-Miwr«», kat 

UtaBMW i* falling and P ro ~ 

mtm p.iuat dumoi*'* politiwl t»otU» «» 4l, “* 

the pro-«eetera cup there. 

*. «kU. tl» Utl»» »«<I ior<ul»» W»M ln 

tatrly *«» Without oat.ld. aapport, thw Ir»« **4 THrfcl«ll 

pnrnnti, pwrileourly »h» Twrhw, .r. ..llk.lj to 
Hlrmln SyrUn Mtiwlty *«ry 1«* b»f«r* tk»y •™> ld 
attespt mm cooat ar-aava* of their ow, 

1. Tbe Israelis am watehfal tmt apparently aaalarned, believing 
tfe * threat of tbe Syrian dnvelopnantn ai wm at tbe Arab 
atataa ratb«r than at tbes. There tea boon a aerie* of 
border lac idea t a la tba goat seek, boeever, a ad the 
laraalia plan aenenvere M*r tba Syrian frontier next aaak. 
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•specially by tba peeeibillty of Tarkiab action. 







Tba Syrian cabinet 


is also amid tola ia "eeatinaoae aaaai ©a." 


2ixi 
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